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II,.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)— Pole. 


Tue Bikas [Barisal] of the 30th March draws attention to the prevalence 


BIkas 


of theft in Barisal town and says that the peculiari- Mar. 30th, 1908. 


Prevalence of theft in Barisal ty about the thefts 18 that in no case bas anythin 
— been stolen except money. The police has failed 
to trace any of these cases. A few days ago some thieves broke the locks of 
the shop belonging to the Union Trading Comp2ny situated on a large public 
road like the Line Road and stole away all the cash they found there. It 
must have taken the thieves a full quarter of an hour to break the three locks, 
but not a single constable turned up during the time. 


2. The Burdwan Sanjivani {| Burdwan; of the 31st March says that there sonpwax Sansrvam, 
was a dacvity on the 8rd March in the house of Mar. 31st, 1903. 


Dacoities in thana Singurinthe Baby Nibaran Chandra Chattopadhyay in the 
—— village of Garji near the Mankundu Railway 
Station in the jurisdiction of thana Singur. The dacoits carried off all that 
Nibaran Babu possessed. On the 7th following there were two dacoities in the 
village of Bajra near Garjiin the houses of Bhut Nath Mandal and Sasi 
Bhusan Acharyya respectively. The police have since arrested four persons as 
dacoits. 


3. The same paper says that the existing police arrangements are quite Bunpway Saxsivam. 


o inadequate for the suppression of dacoities which 

potcties and how to suppress sre now rampant in the country. There are, 
generally speaking, more than 100 villages within 

the jurisdiction of a thana; but there are scarcely more than 10 or 12 
constables attached to. it. Itis true that there are village chaukidars; but 
who has ever heard of village chaukidars confronting dacoits? An increase 
of the police force is, therefore, absolutely necessary for the suppression of 
dacoities. But Government will perhaps say that will require an increase of 
the public expenditure. | 

The writer then makes a suggestion which he says, if accepted by Govern- 
ment, will not increase expenditure and may, at the same time, produce 
satisfactory results. In these days of peace, let 200 or 300 mounted infan 
be detailed to every thana, and let them keep watch at night at different 
stations in gangs of ten each. If this is done, dacoits will soon find that their 
occupation is gone and will take to honest means of livelihood. | 


4. The Bankura Darpon [Bankura] of the 1st April regrets the contem- 
— transfer of the Sadar Police Inspector, Babu 

arat Chandra Bhaduri, to Vishnupur. One 
scarcely comes across such an honest police officer. 
He is absolutely above those charges that are commonly laid against police 
officers. It is eaid that the Inspector of Vishnupur will succeed him here, It 
18 also said that Sarat Babu has applied for leave. Why is this? 


5. The Sanjivané [Calcutta | of the 2nd April says :— 

The Bengal Chamber of Commerce have asked 
the Government to appoint two more Magistrates 
in the Calcutta Police ary because there‘are four 
Presidency Magistrates in Bombay. But the Chamber forget that the Calcutta 
Police Court has a number of Honorary Magistrates, while the Bombay . Poliée 
Court has none. Two more Presidency Magistrates in Calcutta may benefit 


— ee Barristers-at-law, but will be of no use to the inhabitants of 
alcutta. ee 


6. In continuation of the complaints published in its previous issues, 

the same paper, records these two fresh ¢pmplJaints 

of oppression in the collection of the ‘chaukidari 
: system :— ees eee 

(1) Kidarpur, thana Palang, subdivision Madaripur, distritt-Fatidpurs—~ 

Great injustice is committed in the assessment of the chaukidari tax, and the: 

rate at which the tax has been assessed is causing the st: hardship to. th’ 


Babu Sarat Chandra Bhaduri, 
Sub-Inspector of Police, Bankura. 


Two more Presidency Magis- 
trates for Calcutta asked for. 


saritressivonces of the chauki- 


villagers. The well-to-do villagers have not only beer assessed: lightly, but: 


Barxvuna Darran, 
April 1st, 1903. 


SansIvale, 


April 2nd, 1908. 


Sans1vaNi, 
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they seldom pay the tax. The following cases will show the manner in which 
the tax is assessed :-— . 


(1) Shaikh Kokai is the bread-winner in a family of 10 persons and is the 
occupier of one kani of land. His tax was fvur annas formerly, but ho hag to 
pay Rs. 2 now. 

(2) Shaikh Wajaddi is so poor that he has no house of his own, but 
lives in a small hut constructed by himself in another man’s house, He 
owns or occupies no land, but earns his livelihood by working as a day-labourer. 
He has often to starve for want of means to buy food. But he has to pay 15 


annas as chaukidari tax. 


(3) Panchu Sardar and his son are day labourers and have to maintain 
a family of 10 persons. They are in very straitened circumstances. Former] 
they used to pay only six annas as chaukidari tax, but now they have to pay 
Re. 1-2. Their paddy has been attached for inability to pay the tax. 

(4) Salimaddi Mridha and his son are day-labourers and have to maintain 
a family of 10. They have to fast from time to time for want of food. Their 
tax, which was six annas before, is 15 annas now. Their moveable property 
has been attached for arrears of the tax. 

(5) Kakai Karikar, a day-labourer, has to pay 14 annas as chaukidari tax. 
His moveable property was lately attached for realisation of arrears of the tax. 

(6) Dubulla, a man not in good circumstances, has to pay Re. 1-4 as 
chaukidari tax. 

(7) Raj Chandra De, a man of 70, who has no one else to depend upon 
and is in very bad circumstances, has to pay a chaukidari tax of Re. 1-0-6. 

(8) Shaikhs Faijuddi, Julai and Meher Ali occupy four anis of land, and 
maintain a family of 25 to 30 persons, ‘They also carry on the business of 
money-lenders with a capital of Rs. 400 or Rs. 500 They have been assessed 
to a tax of Rs. 8-8, , 

(9) Panchkari and his two brothers maintain their family of 15 persons — 


by serving as day-labourers. The amount of their tax is Ke. 1-14, though 
they are in very bad circumstances. 


Although the tax is very punctually realised, the chaukidarsor daffadars are 
never found to do their duty by the villagers. ‘The greatest zudn is also com- 
mitted in the realisation of the tax, Last year the zulm became so unbearable 
that the villagers submitted a memorial to the subdivisional officer. 


(2) Dahakula, Satkhira, Khulna district:—The greatest zudm is committed 
both in the assessment and the realisation of the chaukidari tax, ‘The chauki- 
dars, however, are never found to discharge their duty of watch and ward and 
petty thefts are very frequent in the village. A few pice in addition to the 
assessed tax is always realised from every villager, on the plea that it is 
required to meet the cost of the chaukidars’ uniforms or to pay the man whom 
the panchayet employs to collect the tax. | 


7 The Hitavadi {Calcutta} of the 3rd April says that at 2 o’clock on 


ae _ the night of the 13th Chaitra (B.S.) last a number 
Pees ody pilgrims at Kali: of budmashes, pandas and dalals of Kalighat, 


_ Calcutta, entered into a shop near the Nakuleswar 
Mandir and robbed the pilgrims who were in it of everything they possessed. 


The culprits had a desire to violate the modesty of the female pilgrims, 

but failing in that they went away after giving them a sound beating. 

The ss aa fearing that he might fall into difficulty, got rid of the 

oppresse pilgrims by making them believe that they would suffer much 

more in the hands of the pay if the matter were brought to their notice. 
e 


They had afterwards to travel by tram-car for want of money. Where were the 
police all the time? 


The Nakuleswar Mandir is the rendezvous of drunkards almost every night. 
Among this band of drunken rogues there are many dalals and sebayets. 
There was once a rumour that an association had been formed to put down 
these budmashes, But as a matter of fact the evil continues unchecked. 
Many pandas have dalals in their pay and support them in all their evil doings. 
If the association does not mend all these, the public will be obliged to seek the 


help of the police in the matter. 
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8. Acorrespondent of the same paper says that on the 18th March 
last a number of dudmashes proclaimed by beat of 
Riot in a A4¢ in the Rangpur qdryms that the sweetmeats in the three shops which 
district. are owned by a. e in the Aéé in the 
Khetrai village under the Ulipur police-station in the Rangpur district had 
been defiled by dogs, and that people should not therefore make purchases 
therefrom. Immediately after this the three shops were plundere by the 
budmashes, ‘The shopowners brought the matter to the notice of the local 
police, but the Sub-Inspector paid no heed to their complaint and dismissed 
them with a sharp reprimand. The poor people have since petitioned the 
Magistrate of Kurigram. Riots are frequently committed in the Ad! by the 
local villagers with whom it is an arena in which to settle all quarrels among 
themselves and who believe that cases of rioting in Adis are always 
dismissed by the law courts. 
9. The Prativasi [Calcutta] of the 6th April hears from its Ulubaria 
correspondent that the Hindustanis of the place, 
Opprossive Hindustanis in the ejther in Government or zamindari service, often 
—— How- end money at exorbitant rates of interest, and 
| realise their dues, not by resorting to the law- 
courts, but by threats of violence, and sometimes even by actual violence. 
It is monstrous that in some instances they demand as their due fifty times 
the amount lent. Now, is there not a standing rule of Government, forbidding 
its servants to lend or borrow money? Will the Magistrate inquire and see 
his way to enforce this rule ? 


10. The People and Prativasi [Calcutta] of the 6th April says:—A gen- 
tleman of Sulkea, near Howrah, comes to Calcutta 

aac lice sum in Sulkea, Howrah on business every day. Last Sunday at 9-30 he 
ee got into a. boat at Ahiritola ghat, to be conveyed 

to the other side of the river. He saw the boatman taking a larger number 
of passengers than the license would permit; and fearing danger from over- 
loading he remonstrated with the boatman. This was, however, of no avail; 
on the contrary, he got abuses from the boatman. On-reaching Sulkea ghat, 
the gentleman took the boatman to the outpost. After some conversation 
between a policeman at the outpost and the boatman, the former told the 
gentleman “you will soon be sent to Golabari thana.” This was done. 
On the way, the gentleman was ill-treated, insulted and abused. On reaching 
Golabari thana, the gentleman asked the writer-constable to record his 
complaint against the outpost policeman and the boatman. The writer- 
constable not only did not comply with this request, but ordered the gentleman 
to be kept in hajut. This order was about to be carried out, when the Sub- 
Inspector turned up, and after acquainting himself with the particulars of the 
affair declared the gentleman to be innocent and rebuked the writer-constable 
and the outpost policeman for their ill-treatment of him. He also set the 
gentleman free and put the boatman in hajut. The matter has been reported to 


the — Superintendent of Police, Howrah; and the result is anxiously 
awaited. 


11, The Pankhai correspondent of the Nikar [Contai) of ‘the 7th April 
ae says that the people there are suffering on account 
Tne Chnnbiden- tox. of oppressions in the collection of the chaukidari- 
tax. Generally a police constable comes to the village to collect the tax and 


sells by auction even the household utensils of the defaulting raiyat. Sonietimes. 


an article worth Rs. 5 is sold for eight annas. Then, the chaukidars are of no 


use to the village. All that they do is to carry to the thana reports of births 
and deaths once a week. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 
12. The Burdwan Sanjivani [Burdwan] of the 31st March says :— 


HrtavaDl, 


April 8rd, 1908. 


PRATIVAS!, 


April 6th 1903, 


PEOPLE AND 
PRaTIVASI, 


April 6th 1908, 


N1H4Rz, 


April 7th, 1903; 


BurnDwan Sanstvaxt, 


~ ‘We saw Mr. 8, J. Douglas, the late District Mer. 8ist, 190. 


The Judge and the Magistrate J udge of Burdwan putting up in the same house 
house "™" living in the me ith Mr. B. Foley, Magistrate of Burdwan; and 
we now see Mr. Roe, the present District J udge, 

er 


doing the same. Such housing together of two officials, one of whom is un 
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the law, subordinate to the other, is bound to help in the growth of friendsh; 
and familiarity between them, and this, we apprehend, may not unofter 
interfere with judicial independence and impartiality. The remedy for an 
unlawful act or order of the District Magistrate lies with the District J 
and it is quite natural to apprehend that too much familiarity, born of their 
constant and uninterrupted companionship, may lead to maladministration 
of justice. We do not desire to mention any particular act indicative o; 
illustrative of this; and we humbly appeal to His Honour the Lieutenant. 
Governor and the Honourable High Court to consider the propriety or 
otherwise of the Judge and the Magistrate of a district thus living in the same 
house. 


13. In continuation of what has appeared in previous issues, the Hitavad; 


[Calcutta] of the 38rd April publishes a corr 
spondence to the following effect :— 


udge ; 


The First Munsif of Begusarai. o 

Mr. Hassan is very intimate not only with Musalman pleaders but with 
Musalman litigants also. Muhammed Ibrahim, Abdul Karim, Chandu Miya, 
Fudri Babu, Golam Sobhan and even Sakhawut Hossain, a servant of zamindar 
Musammat Jayanti Kumri of Ulao, are very familiar with him. 


Mr. Hassan shows great partiality to powerful zamindars. Babu Jagdeo 
Narayan Sing is a powerful zamindar and is, consequently, treated with great 
consideration by Mr. Hassan. He is allowed to plead his own cases, although 
there is no want of pleadersin the bar. ‘The Munsif even fears to try cases 
in which he is concerned. Recently the zamindar instituted a suit against 
Babu Pasupati Nath Chatterji, a local pleader. Mr. Hassan is doing every 
thing and exerting all his influence to induce the defendant to enter intoa 
compromise with the complainant. A certain Ram Charan Pasaban made an 
application, application No. 1 of 1902, to institute a pauper suit against Babu 
Jagdeo Narayan. But the application was not taken into consideration within 
five months. Its hearing was postponed every time the defence asked for a 
postponement. One day Mr. Hassan said that he would without doubt hear 
the application on the 20th December and would grant no more postponement. 
But on that day the defence applied for a postponement and it was readil 


granted. On the lst October last Mr. Hassan was sumptuously treated by Babu 
Jagdeo Narayan in his house. 


Babu Ritlal Singha, zamindar of Ratanpur, is also in Mr. Hassan’s favour. 
The zamindar’s son, Kali Singha, and his officer, Jalim Sing, are in the habit of 
talking familiarly with Mr. Hassan from their seats at the pleaders’ table in the 


Court, and expressing their views in all cases. They are also allowed to plead 
their own cases. 


Munshi Mithyanlal is a powerful zamindar. He had a miscellaneous case 
in Mr. Hassan’s Court against Ajubi Ray, one of his tenants, On the day of 
hearing Munshi Mithyanlal was present in Court, but the case was dismissed 
ex-parte on the ground of want of evidence. The complainant applied for 
retrial, but it was urged on the defendant’s side that as the complainant was 
present in Court on the day of hearing the application for retrial could not be 
granted under section 103 of the Civil Procedure Code, In spite of this 
Mr. Hassan granted the complainant’s application because he knew that the 
defendant was too poor to move the High Court against his order. Mr. Hassan 
has a dread of appeals, and in hearing an application the first thing which he 
eonsiders is whether there can be an appeal against his order on it. Once 
Munshi Mithyanlal had a rent-suit in the Second Munsifi against Toki Sing, 
Uggi oe and two others of his tenants. On the day of the hearing of the 
case the defendants applied for postponement, but the application was not 
forthcoming in the record. On this the defendants desired to make an appeal 
upon affidavits. Mr, Hassan heard this and was alarmed. The defendants 
were told that if they would apply for retrial their application would be Seer 

e 


ed. This they did anda retrial was ordered. Mr. Hassan was thus relieved 
of the spectre of affidavits. 


Mr. Hassan’s knowledge of the law is unique. In the pauper case, 
tamcharan Pasaban versus Jagdeo Narayan Sing, referred to above, the 
complainant’s pleader was examined, It was urged by the defence that the 
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pleader had a personal motive and interest in the case, and he was examined, 


on this point for three long days. He was asked whether six months before 
he had used a hard word against a Munsif in an evening party. The question 
was objected to as irrelevant, but Mr. Hassan could not see where the 
irrelevancy lay. The question was, however, at last dropped by Babu Jagdeo 
Narayan’s pleader. Many irrelevant questions of a Similar nature were 
allowed by the Court. Mr. Hassan hates long examinations, and even of 
complicated cases he takes short notes. But in this case he allowed the 
examination of the pleader to be prolonged for three days, and his note on it 
extended over 8 pages. In 1901 Babu Jagdeo Narayan made two applications, 
Nos. 236 and 237, for permission to criminally prosecute some of his tenants in 
Maharathpur for disregarding a judicial injunction. Babu Tinkari Sen Gupta, 
a pleader of the local bar, went to Maharathpur for a fee of Rs. & only to be- 
come a witness in the case for the applicant. When the cross-examination of 
such an important witness was prolonged for more than half an hour, Mr. Hassan 
lost his temper and behaved so badly with the pleader for the defence that he 
was obliged to leave the Court-room. 
14. A correspondent of the same paper is sorry to say that Mr. Abdul 
Majid, the worthy Subdivisional Officer of Habiganj 
The Subdivisional Officer of = in the Sylhet district, is now showing a haughtiness 
oe temper which is unworthy of him. One day he 


abused and insulted a respectable man for not calling him g¥ffqwrq (incarna- 


tion of justice), “‘your honour” or by some such epithet while conversing with 
him. Another day Mr. Majid was standing ona road ina mufassal station 
and doing some work when a respectable man, the owner of a house on the 
roadside, requested him to come to his house. On this the huzur said, ‘‘ What ? 
Are you so big a fellow as to dare to ask me to sit in your house ?” and address. 


ed the respectable man in the uncomplimentary form ¢fq. 


15. The Dacca Gazette [Dacca] of the 6th April has taken the following 
: ee from the Dacca Prakash:— 

_, Matias). corifasten Seheharen Giris Chandra Mahinta and Amar Chand 
aloe a Min iliess p Mahinta, residents of Teotkhali in the Srinagar 
thana of the Dacca district, were called upon to answera charge before a 
criminal court. On the day of hearing, both the accused submitted certificates 
from a kaviraj stating that they were ill and unable to attend Court, The 
Court disbelieved the certificates and fined both the accused. The 
matter, however, did not end here. A charge was brought against the two 
men for having submitted forged certificates, and though they produced the 
kaviray as their witness and the kaviray deposed to having written out the 


certificates with his own hand, each of them was fined Rs. 25 and sentenced 
to a month’s imprisonment, 


(d'}— Education, 


16, The Bikas Hertel) of ie 30th mone says that the Barisal Zilla 
— choo! has gone on deteriorating since it was trans- 
sno Ramen # as et ferred by the Government, *13 or 14 years 
ago, to the Barisal Municipality and the Backergunge District Board. 
One of the causes of the deterioration has been a lack of supervision on the 
part of the Vice-President of the Managing Committee, Rai Dwaraka Nath Dutt 
Bahadur, who has held the office ever since the transfer of the school, although 
his age, ill-health and multifarious occupations prevent him from supervising 
its management. : 
Recently a charge of misappropriation of Rs. 2,100 from the funds 
of the school was brought against the head master. The money was 
paid by the head master by raising subscriptions, and he was let off with a 
fine of Rs. 50. It was nothing but the Vice-President’s want of supervision 
which made it possible for such a large sum to be misappropriated. So large 
a misappropriation. cannot have been effected in a day. ee 
It has become necessary for the Rai Bahadur to give up the Vice-President- 


brs of the Managing Committee and make room for a younger man with more 
elsure. | 
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17. The Sanjivant (Calcutta) of the 2nd April says that the following is 
a portion of a confidential circular which has been 


af cirealar of 2 of rset by the Inspector of Schools, Presidency 
, ivision :— 


Confidential. | 


List of Text-Books for High, Middle, and Primary Schools in the Presidency Division 
for the year 1903. 


‘¢ Note 1.—No school will be allowed so send up candidates to compete for 
scholarships paid from public funds unless it adopts the new vernacular scheme 
of education, A school which does not introduce the new scheme may select 
books from the list published in 1901. 

+‘ Note 2.—Schools under public management are bound to adopt the new 
scheme, and should select text-books from this list, taking one book in each 
subject. 

- Note 3.—Schools aided from any public funds have also to adopt the new 
scheme. The Managers may select text-books either from the present list or 
from the consolidated list recently issued by Government circulated herewith. 

‘‘Note 4.—No book not authorised by Government shall be used in an 
school which receives support from public revenues. #xceptions to this rule 
will, for the present, be allowed only in the case of the first four classes of 
high schools. 

‘¢ Note 5.—Candidates from unaided schools are Jiable to be excluded from 
any public examination (either fora pass certificate or for a scholarship) if 
text-books disapproved by Government are in use at such schools.” 

Did the Inspector circulate this order with the permission of Government? 
The first rule should not be put in force without the consent of all the schools. 
The late Sir John Woodburn put his veto on a similar rule, seep, © wiser 
gated by the Director of Public Instruction. A resolution against the Director's 
recommendation was published inthe Culcutta Gazette. The Inspector has 
circulated this new order in spite of the Lieutenant-Governor’s direct order not 
to do so. 

According to the fifth note in the above order, candidates from unaided 
schools are liable to be excluded from any public examination, Has the 
Inspector any power to give such a general order? The University alone can 
decide the question, who can appear at any public examination like the 
Entrance examination? Does the Inspector want to override the University ? 

18. The People and Prativasi | Calcutta) of the 3rd April says that the 

method of conducting the last Calcutta University 
examinations was most irregular. It is reported in 
the Bangavasi that the Bengali and Hindi question 
papers at the Entrance examination were not sent to the Bhagalpur centre, 
and only five or six copies of the evening Sanskrit paper in the B, A. examina- 
tion were sent to that centre. ‘The candidates had to take down copies of the 
questions. 

19. Babu Navakumar Datta Gupta, presumably a teacher, writes from 

Oe i i Rangpur to the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 3rd 
Reader.” : April to tne following effect :— 
The lesson under the heading geatfaa 4% 


in G. C. Basu’s fewitq fauta (science reader) for the Upper and Lower Primary 
Examinations has been included in the courses of study for both boys and 
girls. But that lesson ought to be prescribed for girls only, whilst the lesson 
 Sitza Fa] ” ought to be set apart for boys. 

While reading the fifth page of the fasyq (reader) some of my students 
were astonished to see the author talk of onion and potato plants which would 


live for years. They know that in their fields these plants rot and perish every 
year in the rains. 


The following passage occurs in pages 7-8 of the fauta (reader) :— | 

RTe BLOAT Tier Fee's aga CHE forMl GA Sige ste AEC Sense Faw 
Harel Fal CHfecg, AeEA Cte RBCS sepals tet afer RACH, me sola 
SF 8% Bq Kira cad] SVaCH SIS Geely as Aad BIg 1” 


Management of the late Calcutta 
University examinations. 
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It may be asked whether a potato is a swollen part of a branch of a potato 
plant or whether the branch bears the potato. Jack fruits are often seen to 
grow on the roots of jack trees. Can these jack fruits be called the swollen 
parts of the roots ? 

A passage in page 40 of the book is as follows :— 


4 
com miepteecat Beal catnifastcs fasta Srietcews vSt sepicaa oq ch afore, cre 
mented Rates Bisla face dict, Ait cx cHSIT TW Acalery “ten Fe festa 
Sreicwa sf Wicra vs rics afaatfe, cae caters Retcse aiaieta sata face 
Biferal aca 1” 
- References have here been madeto the second standard, but the second 
standard is not a text-book in the Rajshahi Division. What will the boys do? 
20. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 4th April notices the following 
as irregularities in the last Calcutta University 
examinations :— : 
(1) The selection of questions in the exam- 
inations was not judicious. 
(2) The Bengali and Hindi question papers at the Entrance Examina- 
tion were not sent to the Bhagalpur centre. 
(3) Only five or six copies of the evening Sanskrit paper in the B.A. 
Examination were sent tothe above centre, ‘I'he candidates 
had to write out the questions from dictation. 


21. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 4th April says that the question 
3 papers at the last B.A. examination were very 
_ | ie the last carelessly framed. The questions in Mathematics, 
dee framed by Dr. Collis, were too many to be 
answered in three hours. The second part of the first question paper in Statics 
and the 9th question in Hydrostatics were erroneous, while the question in 
Statics, relating to Friction, was incomplete. According to the University 
regulations, 60 per cent. marks are allotted to book articles; but this year 
there has been a violation of this rule. Forty marks are allotted to questions in 
Astronomy; but the Examiner has allotted only 18. Then, two questions in 
Philosophy, first paper, were worded in a manner so intricate and unintel- 
ligible that it is hard to say exactly what was wanted by the Examiner in 
answer to it. Now, all this is simply ruinous even to many worthy candidates. 
But who is responsible forit. Is there no remedy ?. 


The last Calcutta University 
examinations. 


22. The Dacca Gazette |Dacca] of the 6th April considers it strange 


a as i tc procedure on the part of the Director of Public 
ebstation vedly bene. Instruction, Bengal, to first introduce the new 
scheme of vernacular education and then to address 
himself to the task of preparing teachers for imparting education according 
to that scheme. Classes have been opened in the existing schools in several 
places to get suitable teachers ready within a short time. But would not 
Mr. Pedler have done better to wait a little and introduce the scheme after 
getting a supply of properly qualified teachers to carry it into effect? 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


23. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priyg-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 

es ia is or Ist April says that the Bombay Government has 
the mosquito theory of malaria, become extremely anxious to ascertain the truth 
of the mosquito theory of malaria and has pro- 
claimed four rewards of Rs. 400, Rs. 300, Rs. 200, and Rs, 100 respectively for 
the four best reports on the habitat and habits of the Bombay mosquito. 
There is no doubt the Bombay Government has taken this step from a 
solicitude for the welfare of its subjects and the prizes will surely be won by 
European zoologists. But is it right for the rulers of this poor country to 
squander their subjects’ money in this manner? J)r. Haffkine said that 
inoculation will prevent plague and the easy credulity of the Government 
led it to believe him. And now as soon as Major Ross says that to get rid of 
mosquitoes will be to get rid of malaria, Government is found doing every 
thing to test the theory, without considering it necessary to consult the people 
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of the country in the matter. Government, indeed, seems to believe that everv. 
body else in the world, except its own servants, slaves and acquaintances, aro 
ignorant and illiterate. 

24. The Jyot [Chittagong | of the 2nd April says that for the last few 

ears there has been occurring serious Catt] 

Serious cattle mortality inthe mortality in various places in the Chittagong dis. 
eo trict during the months of March, April, May al 
June. According to police report, the mortality has been severest this year 
in Raujan, Sitakunda and Satkania. Government has supplied @ prophylactic 
serum, but for the want of an adequate number of inoculators little benefit ig 
being derived from the prophylactic. Only two veterinary hospital assistants 
are employed in the work of inoculation. One of them has to take charge of 
the Chittagong town and the other has to look after the whole district single. 
handed. If inoculation with the serum be a real preventive of the disease of 
which cattle are dying, Government should employ a sufficient number of 
inoculators. Unless adequate means are adopted for investigating the cause 
of the mortality and checking it, the situation wili soon become seriously 
alarming to agriculturists. 

25. The Aitavadi [Calcutta] of the 3rd April says that in this season of 

lague in Calcutta and when plague Doctors are 

6 The watering of Harrison Road, preaching that plague-germs reside in dust, Harrison 

7 Road is not watered more than once in a day, 

and the shops on that road are deluged with dust from 9 4.M.to4 P.M. The 
road should be watered thrice, at least twice, every day. 

26, The Nava Yug (Calcutta] of the 4th April regrets that though it 
has repeatedly drawn the attention of the Health 
Officer of the Calcutta Municipality to the harm 
which is done to the health of the town by allowing rotten fish to be sold in its 
bazars, especially in seasons when epidemics of plague, cholera or small-pox 
rage, the Food Inspectors of the Municipality are never found to inspect the 
fish-stalls in the bazars. Plagueis just now raging with great virulence in 
Calcutta, and yet very large quantities of rotten fish are allowed to be sold in 
the bazars. The Health Officer’s neglect of his duty in this respect is extremely 
culpable. 

' 27. The Basumati [Calcutta] .of the 4th April has heard from an 
fie a re esteemed friend that while the bedding and similar 
eatin, Mected cloth in Cal- other things, found in a room where a person has 
died of plague, are burnt by order of the Cor- 


Sale of sete fish in Calcutta. 


poration of Calcutta, the pieces of cloth with which the dead bodies of plague 


patients are covered when carried to the burning-ghat, are not as a rule. 
burnt. Murdafarashes take possession of these pieces of cloth and then sell 
them. Thisis not as it should be. The Municipality ought to see to this. 
28, The Bangavasi [ Calcutta | of the 4th April says:— 
il i a There is a great scarcity of water in village 
ges in the Nadia district. " Bilvagram, and also in some gore, villages in 
the Nadia district, owing to the drying up of the 
tanks and rivers. This time every year there is scarcity of water attended with 
cholera in this village and the adjoining villages. There are no good tanks 
here. Cholera has appeared in some of the villages. The District Board and 
the Magistrate should order the tanks to be re-excavated. 
29. The same paper says that there are some inconveniences in the 
is Whitin: niatinihk iae Moribund-house at the Nimtala burning-ghat. 
Moribund-house. = Ss’ here is neither a privy nor a cooking room in it. 
The relatives of dying men come here and have 
sometimes to spend some days, They are much inconvenienced for want of 
privy and cook-room. The authorities should remove these wants. The 
management of the ghat by the Registrar is good. But privy for women in 
the oe place and a ghat from the burning ground to the river are badly 
wanted 
30, <A correspondent, writing to the Pratijna [Calcutta] of the 8th Apel 
zm x says that the parcel of low land, belonging to te 
ai ee on 2 Municipality, in Kalighat new road, to he north 
. of the Pratyna office and to the south of premises 


f 
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Nos, 7 and 8, is being filled up with mek | refuse. The result is that the air 
of the neighbourhood has been rendered extremely unwholesome on account of 
the noxious exhalations from the heaps of dirty substances, and there have 
already been two or three deaths among the people. A representation was 
made to the Municipal authorities on the 23rd March last, but nothing has yet 
been done. 


(9) —Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation, 


31. Referring to the proceedings of the secret Railway Conference in 
Delhi, the Bankura Darpan ( Bankura] of the Ist 
April says it does not comprehend the rationale of 
the agitation that has been set up in the native press in regard to it. It is 
true that natives of India will feel their exclusion from railway appointments 
as a great hardship. But what is that to the railway authorities? Is it just 
or reasonable to say that the railway authorities must not have their discretion 
in selecting their own employés? What is there to compel them to employ 
natives of India? Thenitisa great virtue to love one’s own countrymen. 
This love prompts the railway authorities to prefer their own countrymen to 
natives of India. This love is to be found everywhere in the world except 
India; and this explains the ethics of the present agitation. There is really 
no love of one’s own countrymen in India; else why should our native Chiefs 
prefer Europeans to their own countrymen in filling up important offices in 
their States? Butis there, after all, no means of livelihvod except service. 


Indians in railway employ. 


What did our forefathers do when appointments were not so many and available | 


as now? Why not have recourse to agriculture and trade? Nobody can 
possibly exclude you from these occupations, Let our wealthy men construct 
and work railways on their own account and employ only natives of India, 

After all, there is no real cause for anxiety. ‘The railway authorities 
will not be able to carry out their resolution, because (1) that will diminish 
their profit; (2) Europeans and Eurasians are not as competent and hard- 
working as natives of India; (3) ability being equal, a European will demand 
three times as much salary as a native of India; (#) an increase of Kuropeans 
and Kurasians in Railway service will mean greater oppression of Indian 
passengers; (0) some high railway officials will not like the exclusion of 
natives of India; for if natives are excluded, the days of shoe-beating, ear- 
pulling, etc., will be numbered 3 

32. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 3rd April publishes the following 

ORE ane wee railway complaints :— 
common passengers in the Kharagpur station on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway 
1s unprotected by walls, and that its thatched roof is open in many places, 
Passengers have therefure to put up with great inconvenience and hardship 
when in it. It has space for not more than 50 passengers, and in it cheats 
and pick-pockets lie in wait to victimise unwary passengers. It is to a place 
like this that. the white employés of the station drive all the native third class 
passengers, whatever their number, as soon as they arrive at the station. 
Recently there has been great scarcity of drinking water in it. The water 
supplier is seldom met with. There is a reservoir near the passengers’ shed 
in which poor passengers allay their thirst. But its water is very foul. 
There is only one well in the station, and that too is in a very bad 


condition. 


(2 Babu Chandra Sekhar Chakravarti writes from 182 Bow Bazar Street, 
Calcutta, that, intending to travel by the Goalundo mail, at 10 o’clock on the 


night of the 10th March last he approached a third class compartment in order 


to take his seat in it when a respectable looking man abused and struck him 
and said that he had reserved the compartment. Recovering from this sudden 


attack, the poor passenger said ina tone of humility that he did not see 


any reserve card. On this the haughty aggressor said :—“ Sala (==), can’t 
you see?” and beat him again. The poor man then told all this to a head- 


constable of police in the station. The latter took down his name and asked 


him to point out the offender. “But when they went to the spot the man again 
belaboured the poor passenger with slaps and kicks. The head-constable then 


\ 


(1) A correspondent says that the shed for 
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took him aside and said that the mun was a Sub-Inspector of the Railway Polic 
and that his name was Atul Krishna Banerji, and that he (the outraged man) 
might bring a case against him if he liked. But he is a very poor man and hag 
not the means to take the matter to a law court. The attention of the Police 
authorities is therefore drawn to the matter. | 

(8) Babu Girindra Nath Ganguli writes from Asansol that on the nq 
March last he was obliged to pay 4 annas to two unlicensed coolies in the 
Howrah station on the East Indian Railway for carrying two packages from 
his garry to the station platform. A Kuropean gatekeeper prevented his 
servant from entering the platform, saying that none but licensed coolies could 
enter. But when Girindra Babu asked the two unlicensed coolies how they 
worked there without licenses, they said that they had only to spend some 
money for the purpose. | 

33. A correspondence published in the same paper has it that the road 

A bad road between Krishnagar between Krishnagar and the Krishnaganj ferry- 

and Krishnaganj. ghat is broken in the following places :— 


(1) Near the 14th milestone. 5 

(2) Between the 12th and 10th milestones. 
(3) Between the 8th and 7th milestones. 
(4) Near the 4th milestone, 


The road commands a large cart and passenger traffic, which is greatly 
jeopardised by its bad condition, The suffering which it causes to the local 
postal runner in the rainy season is also indescribable. 

34. The Mthir-o-Sudhakar , Caicutta | of the 38rd April says:— 

There is no doubt that some of the accidents to 
the tram-car passengers are due to their own fault, 
but repeated accidents have {aught them to be careful in future. When a 
tram-car collides with a carriage, the fault is not of the passengers. A law 
binding the passengers by some rule will not prevent tram-car accidents. 
Most of the drivers are impertinent; they drive the cars negligently. They 
should be checked first. ‘To prevent these accidents, not only passengers, but 
lso the Tramway Company should be bound down by law. 


35. The People and Prativasi (Calcatta} of the 4th April has the follow- 
ing in its English columns:— 

We venture to think that the reply given by 
Government to Mr, Gokhale’s interpellation regard- 
ing the proposal of the Managers of some of our Rail- 
ways—State Railways and others—to employ Europeans and Eurasians in every 
appointment in the Railway service which carries a salary of Rs. 30 per month 
and upwards, was a trifle too thin, Government might not have formall 
sanctioned the proposal, but the countenance lent to it by some of the responsi- 
ble officers of Government who attended the Conference on the subject that 
was held in Delhi last January makes it only too evident on which side the 
sympathies of Government are likely to incline, It is indeed a pity that 
instead of making a straightforward and manly pronouncement on the subject, 
Government should only have hemmed and haw’d and tried to draw a red 
herring across the tail. If Indians are to be bowled over in favours of Eurasians 
from even the lowest appointments in the Railway service, let them be told 
so plainly and asked to look out for themselves. But to say one thing and 
mean another is indeed to play the game tuo low. | 


36. The Bangavast ne, of ag 4th April says:— is ie 

_ in reply to the interpellation about t on: 
ape eens Sonrmenee ot Pte of Fis ca a allway officials held at 
Delhi on the 2nd January, the Hon’ble Mr. Arundel said that Lord Curzon has 
taken no action in the matter and the Conference was not held with his know- 
ledge. Did the Under-Secretary to the Imperial Government then send the 
circular letter to different Railway Managers without the permission of Lord 
Curzon? However that be we are unable to support the proposal made by the 
Conference, It is not proper to show favour or disfavour to any parti 
community. Appointments should be filled up by men accérding to qualifica: 
tions. ‘fo show favour or disfavour to any particular community creates race 


Tram-car accidents in Calcutta. 


The question of the employment 


of Europeans and Eurasians on 
Indian railways. 


feeling in the country. As the matter has been brought to the notice of 
| Y 
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Government, it is expected that Lord Curzon will not show partiality to 
“— that the following are the inconveniences in 
a the Dum- Dank station of the Eastern Bengal State 
Railway :— 

(1) There is a single window for distributing tickets to passengers, There 
occurs consequently a great rush, owing to which female passengers have to 
suffer much trouble and inconvenience. A separate window should be opened 


le passengers. : ‘ . ? 
for 9) There ed d be some arrangement for a light in the tieket window. 


3) A retiring-room should be erected for female passengers on the down 
platform of the station. 

38, ‘fhe Bharat Mitra | Oaleutta] of the 4th April has the following: — 

Oppression by the employés of the Howrah 
railway station is assuming, day by day, serious 
magnitude. A native passenger can hardly get himself into a railway carriage 
without being molested by those wicked creatures in some way or cther. 
Many people who possess platform tickets are not allowed to go there without 


The Dum-Dum railway station. 


A railway complaint. 


paying some bribe to the gate-keepers, The use of filthy language is very © 


common among railway employés. The station-master of Howrah ought to 
inflict exemplary punishments on some of the offending men. It isa matter 
of regret that henah complaints are made every now and then, the railway 
authorities do not think it worth their while to pay heed to them. This 
indifference of the authorities may at no distant time lead to a@ serious riot 
between the railway staff and the native passengers. 


(h)— General. 


39. The Bikus [ Barisal] of the 30th March strongly objects to the action 
of the Barisal authorities in allowing a new wine- 
Bian prectionable wine-shop IN shop to be opened in the heart of the respectable 
oe quarter of the town. The Municipal Chairman 
has sent in a protest to the Magistrate, but it is not likely to produce any result, 
as the shop has already been allowed to be opened. The respectable people 
of the town, and the authorities of the two colleges in particular, should send a 
representat'on to the Magistrate. 
40. In reply to what the Hitavadi newspaper wrote against Mr. Badshah, 
wee ieee Postmaster-General, Bengal, the Kasipur Nivasi 
mF Hitavadi against Mr. [Barisal] of the lst April says that one of Mr. 
cas adshah’s acts, which prove his administrative 
ability and pegyny with his subordinates, was his stopping of the frequent 
transfers of poorly-paid employés of the Postal Department. Under a previous 
requmé, @ runner of tle Khanganj post-office near Goalundo, on receipt of a 
- ay of Rs. 6 a month, was transferred to the Taltali post-office in the 
Rs. 15 a month, was transferred to Hailakandi in Cachar; Mr. Deming, a clerk 
in the Patna post-office on Rs. 20 a month, was transferred to Barisal. But 
such transfers have become things of the past. under Mr. Badshah.. 
The Hitavadi also finds fault with Mr. Badshah for having decentralised 
the Postal Account Department and removed portions. of it from Calcutta, 
removal, says the Hitavadi, has caused the building, which: was erected for 


that Department at a cost of ten lakhs of rupees, to be left almost entirely | 


vacant. ‘This is strange argument on the Hitavadi’s part! The Hitavadi might 

as well argue that as there is a Government House in Calcutta, the Viceroy 

should neyer go to Simla, even if his presence at Simla is necessitated by State 

exigencies, As for the post-office building, the Hitavadi should wait and see 
if the building remains vacant much longer. 

41. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika (Calcutta) of the 

lst April hasthe following:— = 

n reply to Mr. Ananda Charlu’s contention 

that the remission of the salt-tax by eight annas per maund will not benefit the 

poorer consumers, who would have been benefited if a remission of at least. 

one pice per seer or 10 annas per maund had been granted, Sir Edward Law 


The reduction of the salt-tax. 
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said that a remission of two annas more per maund would have 


infli 
heavy loss of revenue onthe Government. But this was a very ik Gee 
ment on Sir Edward Law’s part. If the object of Government in making the 


remission was to benefit the general body of tax-payers, why did it not slight] 
increase the remission in order to confer such benefit? Sir Edward himself 
said—‘ We hope that the remission of even a trifling burden may prove a boon 
to the poorest class of tax-payers.” Should he not then have go fixed the 
amount of remission as to benefit the poorer tax-payers? The truth is that Sir 
Edward knows well that the remission which has been granted will not much 
benefit the poorer tax-payers. For, he himself said last year:—“A smal] 
reduction of salt-tax, as was generally admitted, would be of nouse. Yet an 
material reduction would involve an enormous loss of revenue, The reduction 
of one rupee per maund would mean the loss of 356 lakhs.” The writer admits 
the force of this argument. But what has surprised him most is the change 
which has taken place in Sir Edward Law’s attitude in the course of a year, 
This change in Sir Edward Law’s attitude proves without doubt that the 
Members of the Viceroy’s Council do not possess the least independence. 

Mr. Gokhale was not right when he said that the reduction of the salt-tax 
would increase consumption, as a similar reduction in 1882 had done, The 
reduction of the tax in 1882 did not increase consumption, though it led to 
larger purchases by traders who anticipated that the reduced tax would not 
continue long and therefore wanted to keep a large stock in hand in order to 
profit by its sale when the tax should rise again. There is, indeed, no evidence 
to show that the reduction of the salt-tax in 1882 led to an increased con- 
sumption of salt by the people. 

42, The same paper says that according to Sir Edward Law the 
saving of 22 crores of rupees effected in the 
finances of India in the course of the last four 
or five years is a sure sign of the prosperity of the country. Lord 
Curzon, too, made much of the surplus to silence those who are sceptical 
about the country’s prosperity. But Mr. Gokhale distinctly teld the Council 
that when the disastrous change in the economic condition of the masses, 
which was slowly going on, would be complete, there would be revealed 
a scene of economic helplessness and ruin before which the heart of even 
the stoutest optimist must quail. Mr. Gokhale also said :—‘ It is a matter for 
both surprise and disappointment that a few paltry increases in revenue under 
certain heads should be accepted by the Finance Minister of this country as 
conclusive evidence of our growing material prosperity, when many most 
important indications point just the other way. The annual death-rate has 
been steadily rising for the last twenty years; the increase of population 
during the Jast decade has been less than normal; there has been a diminu- 
tion of the net cropped area; the indebtedness of the agricultural population 
has been on the increase; their losses in crops and cattle during the last five 
age have been estimated at 300 crores of rupees; the currency legislation 
as depreciated their small savings in silver; the wages of labourers have not 
risen in proportion to the rise in the prices of necessaries.” 

Without paying any heed to all these circumstances, the wielders of our 
destinies are transported with joy to see only the flourishing condition of the 
finances, When Lord Curzon and Sir Edward Law can say that the people of 
this country are making progress in material prosperity, what wonder that 
Lord George Hamilton should see the Indians in the happiest condition 
attainable? It is very unfortunate for us that our rulers who are hearing with 
their own ears the wails of poverty and starvation, should find it in their heart 
to glorify their rule, The surpluses, of which the Government is making 80 
much, can only mean that the Government realised from the people more 
revenue than was needed for administrative purposes. We have not forgotten 
the oppressions which were committed in the khas mahals of Gujerat, Bombay 
and Bengal in connection with the realisation of rent. 

43. Referring to the raising of the mininum assessable income from 


| Rs. 500 to Rs, 1,000, the Hitavadi (Calcutta) of 

; ie — ; _ the 3rd April says that that rule must be an essen 
tially faulty one which enjoins that the person who has an income of Rs. 1,000 
should pay no income-tax, whilst the man who has an income of Rs. 1,901 


The Budget surpluses. 
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should pay it, not on the one rupee above Rs. 1,000, but on the whole of 
Rs. 1001, and the tax to which he must be assessed will be Rs. 10. In this 
matter the Government of India ought to follow the Government of the United 
States of America and compute the assessable income of a person by subtrac- 
ing Rs. 1,000 from his real income. In this way, royal favour can be extended 
to every person and many unfair means, used by income-tax payers and 
sncome-tax assessors, will be avoided. 


44, The same paper writes as follows:— _ {Hrravant. 
We had to remain satisfied with the Hon’ble 4?t 8rd. 1903. 
The question of the publication Home Member’s statement, elicited by Mr, Gokhale’s 
od gyno drone the Uni- interpellation in the Supreme Lagislative Council, 
— to the effect.that the evidence of the witnesses 
examined by the Universities Commission could not be published because 
roper men could not be found to take down the evidence in full and the cost 
of publishing it would have been enormous, although we were loath to believe 
that the Government which does not shrink from spending lakhs of rupees in 
anting exchange compensation could be prevented by such trivial causes from 
publishing the evidence. It is, however, now rumoured that the evidence 


in question has been set up in type in the Government Central Press and that 
printed copies of it are in circulation among a few high officials Is this true? 


45. The same paper says that during Lord Curzon’s regime the annual = Armvann. 

7 military expenditure of India has increased from 
ae expenditure of 9) crores and 40 lakhs of rupees to nearly 27 crores 
ate of rupees. It is also feured that the salary of 
British soldiers in India will soon be increased. That the military expenditure 
is as large in the current years of peace us it was in the years of the Terai and 
Chitral expeditions only proves that the Government is extravagant. It was 
such extravagance on the part of the Government that compelled it, during the 
years between 1885 and 1899, to take from the people 120 crores of rupees over 
and above the fixed revenue, and full 80 crores of this large amount were 
taken by the Military Department. In 1885 the annual military expenditure 
of India was nearly 18 crores and it is nearly 27 crores now, showing an 
increase of 35 per cent. during these 18 years. But during these years the 
revenue of the country has not increased in the same proportion. In every 
civilised country and in half-civilised Russia also the military expenditure does 
not exceed one-fourth of its revenue. But in famine-stricken India the military 
expenditure is one-third of its revenue. It is this which prevents the Govern- 


ment of India from helping properly the cause of education, and the arts and 
industries of the country. 


46. ‘Ihe same paper is astonished to hear that the zamindars who supplied —gyravanr. 
a a 6 uae ue rations to the 16th Rajputs when they were passing 
veld for. through the Rajshahi district have not received 
their prices. It is said that the zamindars declined 
to take money and that the officer in charge of the regiment has given them a 
certificate acknowledging their presents with pleasure, It is doubted whether 
in declining to take money the zamindars acted according to their free will or 
were actuated by fear. 
_ It 1s believed that to take rations for a regiment without paying for them 
is an unlawful act; and although it is not the first time that the rule has been 
violated, yet it is the first time that its violation has been marked by the flourish 


of a certificate. It is hoped that the authorities will put an end to this 
dangerous practice. 


47. A correspondent writes to the same paper that in consequence of the Sian 
oe ee complaint which was published in a previous issue 
Bdllnshesia Gant, charge of the (see Report on Native Pupers of 28th March 1903, 
paragraph 40) the chaprasi complained against has 
been transferred. But the powerful Forester is, for this reason, exerting all his 
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n influence to harm the goladars, Nivaran Chandra Ghosh and Kanailal Mitra. 
f He has forbidden all arhatdars to supply them with wood. Gayratulya Sikdar, 
z an arhatdar, took earnest-money from the owner of gola No. 18 for a boat-load of 
‘ sundart wood. But the Forester interfered and the arhatdar was obliged to | 


return the earnest-money. 
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48. The same paper says that considering the oppression that is com. 
mitted by income-tax assessors on poor traders and 


The reduction of the income-tax. shopkeepers, the raising of the minimum taxable 


income has been an inestimable boon to middle class people for which their 
heartfelt thanks are due to the Government. 


49. The same paper says that = Mugakalyan Post-office in the Howrah 
— een eee ee district has an income of Rs. 80 or Rs. 90 per 


ee Meweh daksiet. month. In spite of this the management of the 


ost-office is entrusted to the village school-mastor 


who receives a monthly salary of Rs. 5 fur doing this work. This arrangement 
causes not a little mismanagement. Again the late school-master of the village 
is still holding his postal appointment although he is no longer in his school 


service. 

The post-office should be removed to the school-house and a separate 
post-master should be appointed to manage it. | 

50. The Navayug [Calcutta] of the 4th April fails to see why candidates 

for the post of tutor to the minor zamindar of Putia 
The private tutorship to the were not invited by public advertisement and wh 
minor zamindar of Putia. : . 
the post was filled up by the appointment to it 
of Babu Hriday Nath Banerji, one of the assistantsin the Chemical Laboratory 
of the Presidency College, Babu Hriday Nath is certainly proficient in 
chemistry, but how will his pupil manage his zamindari if he acquires from 
his tutor nothing but a knowledge of that subject? Government might, if it 
had willed, have appointed to the post an experienced officer of the Education 
Department, The public cannot in fact approve of the appointment which has 
been made. 

51. The Dacca Prakas [Dacca] of the 5th April, while heartily congra- 
tulating Lord Curzon on the reduction of the salt-tax, 
says that many entertain serious doubts if the 
measure will be productive of the good results expected from it. The duty 
has been reduced by only eight annas per maund. This means a diminution 
in the selling price of salt by less than a quarter anna per seer. Now this can 
be appreciated only by those who buy at least five seers of salt at a time. But 
how many persons, for whose benefit the reduction has been made, can afford. 
to make such purchases? Scarcely any such person can buy more than a 
quarter seer or half-a-seer at a time. So it is only the sellers who will profit by 
the reduction of the duty. If the duty had been reduced by 10 annas per 
maund, there would have been hope for better results. 


Reduction of the salt-tax. 
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52, The People and Prativasi eco of the 3rd April writes in its 
English columns :— 

‘More honours for Indian Princes: The 
London Gazette announces that the Maharajas of Gwalior, Jaipur and Kolhapore 
have received the Grand Cross of the Victorian Orders. Well, honours have 
lately been pouring in thick and fast upon our Princes like the leaves in 
Vallambrosa. But can they make amends to them for the shabby treatment 
which they received at the Delhi Durbar, and which reduced them from the 
position of “allies” of the British Government to that of “vassals” of the 
same Government. For that is exactly what the Delhi Durbar has dono for 
them, besides the bleeding to which they were subjected. There was of course 
no explicit declaration on the point, but the deliberate omission of the word 
“allies” from every pronouncement made by the Viceroy could convey 00 


other meaning to them. But they have to be thankful for small mercies, and 
wear their honours well, . 


Honours for Indian Princes. 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


53. Referring to the comparison which Lord Curzon made in the course 
of his Budget speech, between the cost of the 
Coronation celebration and its cost in Great Britain, 


the Sré Sri Vishnu Priya-o- Ananda Bazar Patrtka 
{Calcutta} of the Ist April writes as follows :— : 


We would have taken no notice of such a comparison if it had been mad 
by an ignorant and irresponsible Englishman, But coming as it did from the 


i 
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mouth of the Viceroy, and an able and intelligent Viceroy like Lord Curzon, 
the comparison has struck us dumb. Everybody should cut his coat according 
to his cloth, and though the Indian population is five times as large as the 
population of Great Britain, does Lord Curzon deny that the income of each 
resident of Great Britain is much larger than that of an Indian ? 

In his defence of the Delhi Durbar expenses, His Excellency did not act 
rightly by asking the question :—“ Has a similar sum never been spent upon an 
Indian marriage or upon an Indian accession?” If a man does a wrong thing, 
is it wisdom or good sense for another man to imitate it? Have not the 
officials headed by Lord Curzon himself often blamed the people of India for 
their extravagance on occasions of marriage and other ceremonies ? 

Lord Curzon could not say what the Delhi Durbar had cost the Native 
Princes and their people. But could not His Excellency, who was able to 
compute India’s hidden wealth, give even an approximate idea of this cost ? 
His Excellency, however, did not do so and contented himself with saying that 
he did know that the sums which were spent by the Frinces were voluntarily 
spent. But the question is, would the Native Princes have incurred the 
large expenditures they underwent, if they had no fear of losing the favour 
of Government ? Is fe Curzon not aware that certain Native Princes 
had to go to the Durbar against their will, and that some Princes had to borrow 
money in order to meet their Durbar expenses. | 

54, The Dacca Gazette [Dacca] of the 6th April publishes the following 

“Who are the real rulers?” «112 its English columns :— 
That Lori Curzon is sincerely desirous to do 
justice to the countless millions of people entrusted to bis care admits of no 
doubt. But can he give free play to his noble instincts? We think not. He 


is our ruler, it seems, in name only. The real rulers of the country are the 


Anglo-Indians, official and non-official, and, as such, nothing can be done 
without the consent and approval of that all-powerful body of men, come here 
to make their pile in this country. The Viceroy, however powerful, 


- can ill-afford to run counter to the wishes of his countrymen, and, 
_ should he be imprudent enough to do go, the place is made too hot for him so 


as to make him retrace his steps in no time. Lord Ripon tried, guided by the 
noble instinct of a genuine Englishman, to hold the balance evenly between 
the ‘Indians and the Europeans, but such a storm of indignant protest was 
raised against the Viceroy that he was compelled to come to a concordat with 
his countrymen over what is known as the Ilbert Bill, and thus succeeded to 
pacify them, They threatened to mutiny, should he persist to carry the Bill 
through the Legislative Council. In course of time His Lordship resigned his 
post from sheer disgust, He was hissed and hooted publicly, Such is the lot 
of an Indian Viceroy. 

Lord Curzon would, if possible, tread in the footsteps of Lord Ripon. He 
gave indications of it in no uncertain terms when he landed in these shores, 
But seeing the direction of the wind, the Anglo-Indians took time by the 
forelock and brought social and moral influence to bear upon the new Viceroy 
to make him agree to the measure introduced by the local Government, viz., 
Calcutta Municipal Bill. Now that they once got the ascendancy, woe be to 
him who dare dislodge them from their wonted position, But Lord ‘Curzon 


Dacca GAaZETTr 9 
April 6th, 1903. 


is too independent to tamely submit to that irksome position. He tried to 


assert his authority over his official subordinates at first. Hence his decision 
in the matter of the 19th Lancers. And the whole world know, how grievously 
has Lord Curzon suffered for his noble stand for the cause of humanity. He 
knows now from bitter experience that it would not do for him to give free 


scope to his inner maun—he must adapt himself to his surroundings if he is to © 


‘keep his honour and prestige intact. After this, we need not wonder, how 
graciously has Lord Curzon climbed down in the matter of the selection of a 
site for the Victoria Memorial. Lord Curzon selected one site in the maidan. 
But the Calcutta merchants did not quite approve of it. The Viceroy counted 
without his host—he paid no heed to that protest. Now John Bull grew 
furious and assumed his fighting mood, and knowing full well what disastrous 
results would follow, should he approach John Bull when in that mood, 


Lord Curzon gave way. Nobody knows better than Lord Curzon that 
discretion is the better part of valour. ° | wget 
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Henceforth we will earnestly request his Lordship to take no hurried steps 
affecting the welfare of the Indians without consulting his all-powerful 
countrymen. It is no use trying to do the impossible. Our advice to him ig 
to try to do good to the Indians in the direction in which his own countrymen 
can possibly have no interest whatever. And there are lots of such things 
to do for the Indians. Let Lord Curzon use his influence and intelligence in 
that direction, : . 

55. The People and Prativasi (Calcutta, of the 7th April has the following 

in its English columns :— 


The Lieutenant-Governor’s tri- is Honour th : ? . 
ute ik Ge ccc an oe bel H e Lieutenant-Governor’s speech 


Maharaja Sir Narendra Krishos. at the Narendra Krishna Memorial Meeting was of 

the nature of an intellectual treat, and though it ig 
conceivable that objection might be taken to it on the score of its being a little 
more than kind and less than just to the memory of the late Maharaja, there 
could be no doubt about the fact that his words came straight from the heart 
and rose unbidden to his lips, and that he was deeply affected at the loss of 
Sir Narendra Krishna whom he claimed as a personal friend. The glowing 
tribute which the Lieutenant-Governor paid to the memory of the Maharaj 
was resonant with the ring of true eloquence, He said “ Maharaja Sir 
Narendra Krishna belonged to a type which is one of the best that India has 
ever produced, that of the high bred Indian gentleman, courteous, kindly and 
phar vision faithful and unswerving, independent without being aggressive, and 
complaisant without being servile, of spotless character whether in public or 
private life, wise in counsel, courteous in debate, a hater of strife and one 
whose influence was always on the side of peace and harmony. Such an one, 
whoever he may be, is regarded with affection and respect by European and 
Indian alike, and is in short a man greatly beloved,” This is iadoet high 
praise and emanating as it does from the head of these provinces, it cannot but 
afford very great gratification to the late Maharaja’s numerous friends and 
kinsmen, He was indeed a man of peace, and we don’t think that he ever had 
an enemy. 


Urrya PApErs, 


56. The Samvad Vahika [Balasore] of the 26th March states that there 
uk a i. a , Wasa good ‘ete f = rain in the oo district. 
ae dictetg ee asore and =6'The Utkaldiptka |Cuttack| of the 28th March 
— states that there was a as of rain in the 
Cuttack district. 
57. The Samvad Vahika [Balasore] of the 
Failure of the mango crop in the 


ate: 26th March regrets to note that the mango crop has 
B e 7 . e e 
weet aie failed in the Balasore district. 


58. Referring to the fact that many houses are burnt in the Talcher gurh 
. — ane CVONY week, the Garjat Basini [ Talcher] of 
eee ee ner art? )~|SC th March approves of the arrangements made 

fi . 
me me ree by the Raja of that State to prevent such fires, 


He has caused waterpots full of water to be placed in crowded quarters and on 


State houses ready to prove serviceable in emergencies. 
59. Referring to the arrival and departure of several thousand pilgrims 
eae" ian into and from Puri town every week, the Samvad 
ollgtlans. accommodation tor Sart Vahika of the 26th March requests the Pon 
Municipality and the Puri District Board to 
provide suitable houses for their accommodation near the railway station. 
60. The same paper does not approve of the proposal of the Puri Temple 
The proposal to post poli Commission to post a ag guard in the premises 
guards in the Puri iene. poe? of the temple in the place of the existing guard, 


| and apprehends great mischief and inconvenience 
from the presence of the police in tie temple. 


61. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 28th March sincerely mourns the 


' death of Maharaja Sir Narendra Krishna Deb of 
caaen Sit Maharaja Narendra Qalcutta, who had proved himself useful to the 


| Indians in various HH ally esteemed 
by Indians and Europeans. lous ways. He was equally 


/ 
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62. Referring to the Diamond Harbour house-burning case, the same paper 

__, Observes that the administration of criminal justice 

The Diamond Harbour soldiers’ in India is never satisfactory, when Europeans are 
waand opposed to Indians as parties in the law courts. 

63. The same paper a glad to notice yr a gee pong of the 

' ingarpur estate in the Cuttack an 1 districts 

ee by " eee manager has at length proved 

successful, and that the Bhingarpur family, who form the premier landlord of 

the Province, has been saved from ruin by the joint labours of Mr. K, G. 

Gupta and Mr. B,C. Mitra, who were kind enough to be present at the 

annual meeting of that estate. The writer thanks Mr. Gupta and Mr. Mitra 

for their kindness and patriotism. 


BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
The 11th April, 1908. Bengali Translator. 
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